A Season of Prayer

Bethlehem

A prayer guide for
October 24
through
December 11, 2011




Come back to the true meaning of Christmas
Come back to the night Christ was born
Come

Back to Bethlehem

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified But the angel said to them,

‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
He is Christ the Lord.’”  Luke 2:8-11

“Jesus said, ‘And I, if I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people 1o Myself."”  John 12:32

Please join us in this season of prayer for Back to Bethlehem.
Let us earnestly and daily seek God’s will,
wisdom and blessing on this ministry.
... The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. "
James 5:16 (NKJV)

Qur Mission

EVANGELISM: To share the miraculous birth of our Savior with our community and
offer all who visit the opportunity to receive the greatest Christmas gift of all -
salvation through Jesus Christ.

ENCOURAGEMENT: To tumn our eyes and the eyes of our community back to Christ
at Christmas, that we may experience the season of joy and peace that is found only
in Jesus.

EQUIPPING: To involve everyone at Hopewell in this ministry, that we may grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and in unity and fellowship as the Body of
Christ, serving together with the common purpose of sharing our faith and bringing
glory and honor to God.

ExaLTATION: To lift high the name of Jesus before our community as we worship
Him with wonder at His birth, with humble hearts at His sacrifice, and with rejoicing
at His triumph over death.



Prayer is the secret weapon of the Kingdom of God. We do not pray by default—
because there is nothing else we can do. We pray because it is the best thing we
can do. There's more. Satan has no defense against this weapon.

PRAY

Praise God

Repent of sin

Ask of God

Yield to God's will for your life

Each day we've included things to ponder and praise God for and each day we've
written some needs to ask God for. We have also included an “ancient heartifact”
or a little bit of Bethlehem to share.

Praise God for who He is and who Jesus is and for what He has done for us
for the Messianic prophecies and their fulfillment by Christ
for Hopewell Baptist Church and this Back to Bethlehem ministry

Repent of our sins, confess them to God and ask for and receive His forgiveness
“If My peaple, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from

heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 11 Chronicles 7:14

Ask- intercede for the needs of others-for Hopewell- our staff and our church

body (family)
intercede for the needs of this B2B ministry

Yield-submit to God’s authority and will for your life
submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ

Each day of prayer includes an ancient fact about the culture and /or traditions that
took place in the lives of those who lived in the city of Bethlehem at the time of
Christ’s birth. These facts will aid in our ability to present an accurate portrayal of
ancient times, thus enabling us to better reach the hearts of those who come

BACK TO BETHLEHEM.



Back to Bethlehem..
Forty Days of Prayer

God has given us an amazing ministry here at Hopewell in Back to
Bethlehem. He birthed this ministry here in 2003 and has called us to be His
hands and feet and led by His heart of love. We desire to be guided by His will
and way, and to receive His wisdom for each concern. So we must pray.

This ministry shares with our mission field why we celebrate Christmas.
We celebrate Jesus’ birth, Immanuel, God With Us; and Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross as the Lamb of God; and Jesus, the Risen Savior, the Resurrection and
the Life. The Back to Bethlehem team and our Hopewell staff are praying and
asking all of God's people here at Hopewell to join us in this great work God
has given us. Let us rise up and build our city of Bethlehem, each doing our
part, and dedicate this year's B2B to our Lord and Savior.

We hope that this booklet is informative about the ministry and shares
biblical truths for all of us to consider. We hope it leads each of us to grow in
our faith and in our daily walk with the Lord. We hope to inspire prayer and
look expectantly for answers to prayer. We hope to inspire even greater
participation and service through this ministry.

We should pray because God tells us to in His Word. The supreme motive
of all praying is that the Father may be glorified. The big deal about prayer is
not that we get what we ask for, but that God is glorified in our getting it. If
we picked one verse in the Bible that most adequately and concisely defines
prayer, it would be John 14:13, “And whatever you ask in My name, that will
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” To pray in the name of
Jesus is to pray according to His will, with His approval, and consistent with
His nature, character, and purpose. Therefore, it is as though Jesus Himself
were making the request. God promises to give us all we need, but we still
need to ask. Prayer changes things. Prayer changes us.

“Prayer is the foundation or launch pad of a Spirit-powered individual or
ministry,” said Glenn Sheppard at the prayer conference at Hopewell this year.
He said, “prayer is communication with God which verbalizes our total
weakness, insufficiency and dependence on God concerning all our efforts and
releases the power and authority of God to bring the will of God in heaven to
this earth.” He shared some of his favorite quotes on prayer:

“The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is to pray. It is the
chief thing.” by S.D. Gordon in Quiet Talks on Praver

“The man who mobilizes the Christian church to pray will make the
greatest contribution in history to world evangelism.” by Andrew

Murray in With Christ in the School of Prayer.



Living Word

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made...and the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begot-
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1-3,14 NKJV

I pray this season that Your Word would dwell in me richly, that the
Bible would not just be words on a page, but that they would come
alive and speak to my heart. (Bibliog-4)
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Pray... For the opportunity to exalt and worship Jesus and give
Y

glory to God. The ultimate goal of the universe is to show the glory
of God. God’s glory is best seen in Jesus. He, the Light of the
World, illuminates God’s nature. “ The Word became human and
lived among us. We saw His glory; a glory full of grace and
truth.” John I:14 Pray that the eyes of our church and our
community will be turned back to Christ at Christmas.

Fraise...Praise God that He has given us this opportunity through
B2B to exalt Jesus and give God glory.

Bethlehem is first mentioned in Genesis as the place where
Rachel died and was buried by the wayside, and
Bethlehem is also the scene of the story of Ruth, and
David’s birthplace. Bethlehem is located about 5 miles
south of Jerusalem and 70 miles south of Nazareth.

Day |~ On:tabcrl‘l-






